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CHINESE-FILIPINO DIGEST 


By Yvette Tan 


r mm critic, and one or the country s vocal voices when it comes 
to cinema. He’s judged competitions, curated festivals, and 
even engaged in online arguments with celebrities who think 
he should have given their films a higher rating. 

“A film critic writes about movies. He or she offers thoughts and 
insight on films that he or she has seen,” Dy opines. It’s a calling he 
wouldn’t trade for the world. 

Dy got his job simply by asking for it. During a lunch meeting with 
one of the writers at Clickthecity, he brought up how 
<\ Clickthecity didn’t have movie reviews, and he offered 

j to try that out. Dy had been blogging for a while, and 

I the writer was already a fan. So an offer was made. 

Though Dy is part Chinese, he says that he doesn’t 
really feel particularly Chinese, 
i “I grew up with very superficial connections to my 

\ Chinese side. I did study at Xavier, but I don’t think I 
got much of a Chinese education from there. I could 
^ recognize that everyone was Chinese, but it wasn’t really 

all that big a deal,” he explains. 
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Learning about the plight of Masinloc 
fisherfolk who could no longer fish 
in Panatag Shoal, nongovernment 
organizations have come to the rescue. 
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6-year cooperation plan for PH, China 


★ 



whereto 


Carlo Ongchangco: Dreams, 
Delights, and Saccharine Sights 

The Podium | 12ADBAve. 

Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong City 
:^until Nov. 18 ®633-6825 

@Ayala Museum 

Makati Avenue cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 
•Aligned 2: Imperfect Balance, 
Abstractions and Assemblages 
ArtistSpace ^until Nov. 21 

^hel lo@ayalamuseum.org 
•History Comes Alive presents 
#BoyGeneralNextDoor: Gregorio 
Del Pilar with Ambeth Ocampo 
Ground Floor ^Nov. 26 

•Doble Mirada: Madrid - Manila 
:^until Dec. 4 ®759-8288 

^asklibrarian@filipinaslibrary.org.ph 

Yellow Green Sound Town 

Bulwagang Fernando Amorsolo 
Cultural Center of the Philippines 
CCP Complex, Roxas Blvd., Pasay City 
^until Nov. 20 ®832-3702 

^ccp.exhibits@gmail.com 

Kasibulan’s Ebarotika! 

Sining Kamalig Art Gallery | Ali Mall 
Gen. McArthur cor.Times Square Aves. 
Araneta Center, Cubao Quezon City 
^until Nov. 23 ®912-3771 

^art@worldexperience.ph 

@Yuchengco Museum 
RCBC Plaza, corner Ayala and Gil 
Puyat Aves., Makati City 
•CastrilloiThe Next Generation 

• Mexican Modernity: 20th Century 
Paintings from the Zapanta 
Mexican Art Collection 
•Eduardo Castrillo @ 50: 

Moving the Legacy Forward 
^until Nov. 24 ®889-1234 

'^dragongallery@yuchengcomuseum.org 
^info@yuchengcomuseum.org 

LHEAN: Delirium 

Dito: Bahay Ng Sining 
J. Molina St., Marikina City 
^until Nov. 25 

^ditobahayngsining@gmail.com 

Ateneo Art Awards 2016 Exhibition 

Ateneo Art Gallery 

Rizal Library Special Collections Bldg. 

Ateneo de Manila University 

Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights, Q.C. 

^until Dec. 3 ®426-6488 

^aag@ateneo.edu 

©Finale Art File 

Warehouse 17, La Fuerza Compound 
2241 Chino Roces Ave., Makati City 

•Julie Lluch:A Fullness of Time 

• Robert Langenegger: Extra Rice 
•Paola Germar: Flayed and Frayed 

^until Dec. 3 ®813-2310 

©BenCab Museum 

Km.BAsin Road, Tuba, Metro Baguio 

• Disneytopia: Gallery Indigo 

•Old Master Prints: Print Gallery 
^until Dec. 4 ®(074) 442-7165 


China and the Philippines will 
design a six-year economic coopera¬ 
tion plan for better facilitation of 
trade and investment deals between 
the two countries, according to Jin 
Yuan, commercial counselor at the 
Chinese embassy in Manila. 

“After President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s state visit to China, we 
signed a lot of MOUs [memoran¬ 
dums of understanding] for coopera¬ 
tion. At present, our job is for these 
MOUs to be fully implemented,” 
Jin said during the concluding press 
conference of the Philippine Deve¬ 
lopment Forum in Davao. 

Duterte’s four-day state visit to 
China in October yielded $24 bil¬ 
lion worth of loans and investment 
pledges. 


The Century Pacific Group of 
the Po family-led ArthaLandplans 
to build its first green office project 
in the Visayas and Mindanao 
region, Cebu Exchange. 

ArthaLand, a boutique developer 
of sustainable, world class projects, 
projects says the development will 
help boost Cebu’s economy. 

The information technology 
and business process management 
designed Cebu Exchange, set 
to rise along Salinas Drive, a 
major thoroughfare, is estimated 
to accommodate about 40,000 
business process outsourcing agents 
for three-shift operations. 

Cebu Exchange is easily ac¬ 
cessible to key destinations such 
as the Cebu Business Park, the 
Mactan-Cebu International Air¬ 
port, and neighboring cities and 
municipalities. 

Location is a major factor 
considered by major locators as 
well as potential workforce. 

Apart from BPOs, Cebu 
Exchange is also designed to 
accommodate traditional offices 
for home-grown enterprises and 
allied services. 

Four floors in the building will 
be dedicated to retail spaces to 
serve the needs of its tenants and 
the community. 

The numbers mean an estimated 
annual income of P7.2 billion for 
Cebuanos and the rest of VisMin 


The two countries also signed 
tourism agreements to help boost 
Chinese arrivals in the country. 

To better implement the MOUs, 
Jin said Chinese representatives, to¬ 
gether with the National Economic 
and Development Authority will 
craft the six-year Philippines-China 
Economic Cooperation Plan. The 
draft will be completed by the first 
quarter of next year. 

“At the end of this year, we will 
send our draft plan and it will be 
crafted jointly with NED A by the 
first quarter of 2017 because it 
should conform to the release of the 
2017-2022 Philippine Development 
Plan,” Jin said. 

Earlier, the Philippine govern¬ 
ment announced that the NEDA 


who will be directly employed by 
companies that will choose to locate 
in the Grade-A building. 

An added bonus is the thousands 
of jobs that will be generated while 
the PS-billion project is being 
constructed at the Cebu IT Park 
area. 

In its roadmap 2022, the IT 
& Business Process Association of 
the Philippines aimsto employ 1.8 
million Filipinos, earning as much 
US$38 billion by the end of 2022. 

This is achiev¬ 
able as long as the 
country provides 
BPO-friendly con¬ 
ditions such as 
upgrading of the 
talent ecosystem, 
enhancing competi¬ 
tive incentives and 
regulations, devel¬ 
oping infrastructure 
in next wave cities 
and sustaining high 
business confidence, 
among others. 

The expansion of 
the industry outside 
Metro Manila is 
also considered a 
big boost in further 
achieving these 
targets. 

Cebu City is 
among the top 
choices of large 


Investment Coordinating Com¬ 
mittee will be the focal point 
when it comes to managing the 
country’s economic relationship 
with China. 

“Once the President has actually 
signed an order to do that, the ICC 
will go to China and ask the Chinese 
government to designate a single 
focal point also in China so that 
the dealings can be government-to- 


BPO companies to locate after the 
National Capital Region. 

Cebu Investment Promotions 
Center said Cebu is highly com¬ 
petitive due to its well-developed 
international air and sea ports and 
quality educated labor force. 

Another advantage is Cebu’s 
overall cost of living which is 30 
percent less than that in Metro 
Manila. 

FDIMagazine cited Cebu as one 
of Asia’s Cities of the Future. 


government,” Finance Secretary 
Carlos Dominguez said. 

A delegation of working groups 
and importers from China will 
visit the Philippines to buy more 
bananas, pineapples and other 
tropical fruits, Jin said. 

Chancel Rep 

presents 

TireofHope^ 

In 1986, a group of Filipino- 
Chinese Christians passionate 
about theater saw the impact it can 
make for its audience in inspiring 
change and transforming lives 
through the power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Today, 30 years later. Chancel 
Repertory Theatre (Chancel Rep) 
is the only Chinese-Filipino Chris¬ 
tian theater company that produces 
evangelistic Christian production 
with an unwavering vision to share 
the Good News, one production 
at a time. 

On its 30th anniversary this 
Christmas, Chancel Rep presents 
a limited engagement of Doug 
Hoick’s “Fire of Hope,” a dramatic 
musical set during the time of 
Christ's birth and King Herod's 
rule. 

The musical tells how three 
women come to grips with their 
personal loss and struggle to find 
hope. 

Celebrate this Christmas and ex¬ 
perience a compelling musical that 
challenges, questions and provides 
hope in this life and beyond. 

Directed by Jaime del Mundo, 
this musical will play at the 
Meralco Theater on Nov. 26-27, 
and Dec. 3-4. Tickets are available 
at Ticket World, call 891-9999 
or 09I6-598I3I5 and 0917- 
5242625. 
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ArthaLand to help boost Cebu’s economy 
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community 

News 


MRPO, Tsinoy community hold dialogue on peace and order 



Representatives of the Tsinoy organizations meet with PNP officers. 



Kidnap W\tch 


Collected by Movement for 
Restoration Peace & Order 

Movement for Restoration of 
Peace and Order convened a dialogue 
on peace and order with the director 
of the National Capital Region Po¬ 
lice Office and Philippine National 
Police officers on Nov 7. 

MRPO chairman architect Ka 
Kuen Chua explained that MRPO 
was formed in 1993 as an offshoot of 
rampant kidnapping where 15-year- 
old Charlene Sy was killed. 

Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran initiated 
the formation of MRPO to organize 
the funeral protest march for Sy. 

The event marked a milestone 
in the Tsinoy community as more 
than 20,000 people and more than 
a hundred organizations joined in 
the march. 

Present at the dialogue were of¬ 
ficers of MRPO and Kaisa, as well 
as the three leading Tsinoy business 
groups: the Federation of Filipino- 
Chinese Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry Inc., the General As¬ 
sociation of Filipino-Chinese Cham¬ 
bers of Commerce, and the Chinese- 
Filipino Business Club Inc. 

NCRPO regional director PC- 
Supt Oscar D. Albayalde, Manila 
Police district director PSSupt Joel 
Napoleon Coronel and Manila Police 
District Station 11 commander PSupt. 
Amante Daro represented the PNP 

The dialogue was followed the 
next day by a discussion with the 
Anti-Kidnapping Group and the 
Manila Police Department. 


At the dialogue, MRPO clarified 
that six kidnapping incidents were 
recorded this year. On top of that 
was a series of extortion cases perpe¬ 
trated by supposed policemen or NBI 
agents. The victims were unable to 
tell whether the PNP or NBI opera¬ 
tives are fake or really on active duty. 

“These victims refused to 
cooperate or even report the cases. 
Hence, we expect incidents to 
escalate because they let criminals 
get away so easily and lucratively,” 
Teresita Ang See said. 

Albayalde strongly advised the vic¬ 
tims to report the cases - even if they 
don’t want to give their names. Just 
giving the details of the abductions or 
extortions will lead to the apprehen¬ 
sion of the perpetrators, especially if 
these are really police officers. 

He also emphasized that real 
policemen should be in full uniform 
and must show their arrest or search 
warrants clearly. The victims can 
demand that they wait for the pres¬ 
ence of a lawyer or barangay officials. 

A barangay captain revealed that 
in one of the cases, his barangay 
tanod tried to intercede on behalf of 
the businessman but the NBI agents 
pointed their guns at the tanod. 

Coronel said that naturally, if tak¬ 
en at gunpoint, they should just go 
but the family members or witnesses 
should report immediately so that 
they can pinpoint who conducted 
police operation in the area. 

Lastly, Ang See cautioned the 
Tsinoy community that criminal in¬ 
cidents rise during Christmas season. 

Nelson Guevarra of FFCCCII 
Committee on Peace and Order 
promised to convene a bigger forum 
among Tsinoy organizations to up¬ 


date them on the real score about 
the kidnapping incidents and to 
convince victims to come out and 
report or give leads to investigations 

Chua on the other hand thanked 
the police officers for their concern. 
“Dialogues like these are important 
in showing the citizenry that there is 
effective partnership between us and 
the police in fighting crimes.” 

Kidnap incidents 

The MRPO reported the follow¬ 
ing kidnapping and kidnap-extortion 
incidents this year. 

• Oct. 26: A Binondo Tsinoy busi¬ 
nessman was kidnapped in Tondo. 
He was freed hours later, after ransom 
payment. Ransom demand was P15 
million. Apparently, his case is the 
fifth in Tondo. 

• Sept. 7: Cao Kun Liang of Das- 
marinas Village in Makati City was 
abducted by four armed men. Cao 
was able to jump off the vehicle at 
SLEX Greenfields toll gate. 

•Aug. 15: A Tsinoy businessman 
was abducted by CIDG operatives in 
Bulacan. The agents threatened to file 
illegal drug possession charges against 
the victim if he won’t pay ransom. 
The businessman was freed after his 
family paid the ransom twice. 

• July 19: Chinese national was 
kidnapped and paid P7 million. 

• Between June 30 and July 4: 
A Chinese tourist failed to return 
home and went missing. His family 
reported to the Chinese embassy and 
MRPO. 

• June 4: A restaurant owner on 
Ongpin Street paid several millions 
of ransom twice. He was released on 
June 6. 

• March: A Sto. Cristo business¬ 
man was kidnapped and paid several 


millions for his release. 

‘Inventory-napping’ 

On Sept. 30, cases of extortion 
by Gandara police were received. 
The modus operands delivery trucks 
were hauled off to the Gandara 
station, then owners were asked to 
ransom back the trucks, or they will 
file cases of smuggling or dealing 
with restricted products. All of them 
paid several hundreds of thousands. 

One of the victims called up 
a police officer to complain. He 
was released, but the policemen 
still asked for PI00,000. The poor 
businessman just gave PI0,000 for 
“expenses.” 

In another case, the policemen 
even asked the victim why he re¬ 
ported! 

These stories have been told and 
retold in the close-knit Tsinoy com¬ 
munity, so it is not surprising that 
no one wants to cooperate with the 
police these days. 

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

Gunmen abducted two Indone¬ 
sian fishermen off Malaysia’s eastern 
Sabah state, an area where militants 
from the Abu Sayyaf group have 
been blamed for a series of kidnap¬ 
pings, on Nov. 5. Malaysia’s Eastern 


Sabah Security Command said a 
group of five armed men abducted 
two fishing boat captains in separate 
raids on the high seas. The crew’s 
handphones and the GPS systems 
on the boats were taken by the 
gunmen. 

German kidnapped, 
female companion 
murdered 

The Abu Sayyaf claimed it was 
holding hostage 70-year-old Ger¬ 
man national Juegen Kantner. His 
wife Sabina Wetch was found dead 
on their abandoned yacht in Sulu. 

The couple was cruising near 
Tanjong Luuk Pisuk in Sabah, 
Malaysia when taken. 

The Straits Times reported it was 
not the first time Kantner has been 
kidnapped. It said a German news¬ 
paper reported that he was steering 
his yacht through the dangerous 
Gulf of Aden in June 2008 when 
armed Somali pirates captured them 
and held them captive for 52 days 
in their mountain hideout. 

A German newspaper reported 
that he was freed after US$600,000 
was paid to the Somalis but Kantner 
declined to elaborate on the circum¬ 
stances of his release. 
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OPINION 


What just happened? 


f f 7~7 or the Court to pretend that the present dispute is a simple 

JL question of the entitlement of a soldier to a military burial 
is to take a regrettably myopic view of the controversy It would 
be to disregard historical truths and legal principles that persist 
afier death. As important, it would be to degrade the States duty 
to recognize the pain of countless victims of Marcos and Martial 
Law. ”—Chief Justice Ma. Lourdes Sereno 

How can the wisdom of the words above, written by 
no less than the Chief Justice, and the words of four other 
justices who wrote dissenting opinions, carry less weight than 
the shallow arguments of the nine who voted in favor of the 
burial of the late president Ferdinand Marcos at the Libingan 
ng mga Bayani? 

Rage and extreme sadness consumed me upon hearing the 
Supreme Court’s decision on Nov. 8 clearing legal obstacles to 
Marcos’ burial at the heroes’ cemetery. My granddaughters, 
age 9 and 7, likewise expressed bewilderment. 

“Ahma, do you know what happened? Marcos will be buried 
in the Libingan ng mga Bayani!” the older one said. 

“Ahma, how could they do that? He killed many people,” 
her sister voiced out. 

Then they loudly sang the refrain of the closing song 
in their school play '"Bayan ko, di pa tapos ang laban mo, 
ipagpatuloy mo I 

Apt words indeed from innocent minds who were taught 
to discern history in truth and reality and not the revisionist 
version. 

Legalese over historical reality 

The Supreme Court disagreed that Marcos had been 
“dishonorably discharged” following his ouster in 1986, noting 
that Marcos was recognized by the Philippine Veterans Affairs 
Office as a war veteran under Republic Act 6948. It added that 
Marcos was not convicted by final judgment of any offense 
involving moral turpitude. 

What more conviction do the justices want when it was the 
Filipino people who deposed Marcos through the 1986 EDSA 
People Power Revolution? Doesn’t all government authority 
emanate from the people? 

Justice Diosdado Peralta wrote the majority decision, 
which was concurred in by Justices Presbitero Velasco Jr., 


Soul of China 

By Go Bon Juan 


Z hou Chu (D D ) of the kingdom of Wu (Q ) had lost 
his father at a young age during the Three Kingdoms 
Period (222-280 A.D.). By the time he turned 20, he was 
already a man of great strength that no ordinary person 
could match. But he had never cared to learn good manners 
and right conduct, and often created trouble in the village. 

Year later, however, he would reform himself after an 
encounter in 247 A.D. with an old villager. 

“This year is a bountiful year of harvest. Why is it that 
the people are still unhappy?” he asked the old man. 

He added, “What are the three evils?” 

The old man then listed the three evils: “The white 
forehead tiger of South Hill that eats the people, the flood 


Teresita Leonardo-de Castro, Arturo Brion, Lucas Bersamin, 
Mariano del Castillo, Jose Perez, Jose Mendoza and Estela 
Perlas-Bernabe. 

These justices said they viewed and judged Marcos “in his 
totality as a person.” They said, “While he was not all good, 
he was not pure evil either, just a human who erred like us.” 

The justices admitted, however, that the issues were “truly 
political in nature.” In the end, they made a “legalistic” 
decision that chose to ignore historical reality for political 
expediency. 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


Justice Mendoza expressed sympathy for the martial law 
victims, saying the stigma left by the martial law regime “will 
never be forgotten by the Filipino people and the burial of 
President Marcos at the LNMB will not rewrite history.” 

Mendoza and the other justices have rewritten history with 
their decision. We are not stupid. 

The decision said Marcos’ burial at LNMG will bring 
national unity. What it is in truth is an expedient and 
shortsighted view of Philippine history, in the words of Justice 
Sereno. 

What does this say of our people? 

The world celebrated with us when we stood up against 
and peacefully deposed a dictator. Those oppressed by 
authoritarian leaders elsewhere looked up to us. 

But we later allowed the Marcoses to come back from 
Hawaii and return to our political arena with a vengeance. 
Marcos’ son Bongbong almost got elected as vice president 
of our land. 

As former Commission of Human Rights chair Loretta Ann 
Rosales said, “The SC failed the Filipino people, not just the 
victims, but generations of Filipinos.” 

Could the Marcoses sleep knowing that victims of martial 
law might try to disrupt the late dictator’s burial and even 
desecrate his grave at LNMB? Shouldn’t they just let the late 
president rest in peace in Batac, Ilocos Norte rather than make 
his burial be a rallying point for public outrage? 


dragon that eats people in the water under the long bridge 
- and you.” 

Zhou Chu felt sad upon learning that the people in the 
village considered him as a vermin. He couldn’t bear it and 
decided to eliminate the evils for the people. 

He went first to South Hill and shot dead the white 
forehead tiger with an arrow. 

Then he jumped into the water and fought with the flood 
dragon for three days until he killed it eventually. 

When Zhou Chu failed to return for three days, the village 
folks thought he was dead and began celebrating. When he 
came back to the village and saw the people celebrating his 
absence, he realized how unpopular he was. He became more 
determined to rectify his errors. 


Vice President Leni Robredo emphasized that the Marcos 
family’s refusal to take responsibility for atrocities of the 
regime is an insult to the Filipino people. I agree with her 
that instead of healing, the burial will only reopen the wounds 
yet unhealed. 

From drugs to kidnapping 

It all started with a “text bomb” spreading this inaccurate 
message that criminals have shifted from drugs to kidnapping 
and that there were six kidnapping cases in just three weeks. 

The text message asked people to be more “vigilant.” When 
the President himself repeated the faux news, it somehow 
became gospel truth. 

There is, of course, some truth to the message: Criminal 
elements have shifted to kidnapping because of the anti-drugs 
campaign. But the six incidents happened not just in three 
weeks, but over seven months, since March. 

Another thing worth noting is, the victims were all Chinese 
nationals, or holders of Chinese passports. All of them paid a 
big ransom - and paid it fast. And they did not and refused 
to cooperate with police investigators. 

Apparently, the criminals have found a weakness among 
the victims and exploited it. 

The Chinese nationals were accused of selling fake 
cosmetics, chemicals and soy sauce or of selling smuggled 
goods. The authorities, both fake and real from the National 
Bureau of Investigation and the Philippine National Police, 
were armed with search warrants. They presented the warrants 
and at gunpoint, would forcibly take the owner of the business 
establishments without their counsel. 

In one case, the barangay tanod^skvo witnessed the forcible 
abduction tried to intervene but was threatened with long 
firearms. 

The victims’ refusal to cooperate, apparently for fear of 
retaliation, somehow lends credence to the accusations of the 
authorities against them. 

I cautioned the sender of the text bomb that even without 
the recent kidnapping incidents, we all must remain careful 
and vigilant. Christmas is fast approaching and expenses will 
pile up. With such easy money handed to criminals, these 
incidents will likely escalate. 


Zhou Chu approached Lu Yun ([] [] ), a famous scholar 
of Wu, and unburdened himself He told Lu Yun that he 
wanted to study but felt anxious because of his age. 

Lu Yun advised him, “Our forefathers had taught us that 
when you learn of your mistakes in the morning, you rectify 
it in the evening. Don’t worry about your future, the only 
problem is that you lack ambition.” 

With Lu Yun’s encouragement, Zhou Chu put all his 
energy into his studies and followed the example of loyal 
officials and dutiful sons of previous eras. 

A year later, the village people changed their view of 
Zhou Chu. 

Zhou Chu later became an official of the kingdom and 
died fighting in the battlefield. 


The three evils 
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Binondo sting yields PIOOM worth of shabu 


MMDA to ‘strictly enforce’ 
motorcycle blue lanes 


Some 20 kilos of shabu with 
an estimated street value of PI00 
million was seized by police in a 
drug sting in Binondo, Manila on 
Nov. 4. 

Rommel Rodriguez, 38, and 
Albert Gasingan, 36, were arrested 
by anti-illegal drug operatives 
during the operation, Manila Police 
District Station 11 commander 
PSupt Amante Daro said. 

The sting was conducted by 
operatives of the National Capital 
Region Police Office, Philippine 
Drug Enforcement Agency and 
the MPD. 

Daro said the police made the 


arrest following a botched deal 
for 100 grams of shabu worth 
P300,000 at around 4:30 a.m. 
along Tambacan street. 

Police recovered shabu wrapped 
in foil and carbon paper placed in a 
luggage in the suspects’ car. 

NCRPO director Chief Supt. 
Oscar Albayalde said the drugs 
could have been smuggled from 
abroad and was up for distribution 
in Metro Manila. 

Authorities also seized a .45-cali¬ 
ber revolver and the P300,000 in 
marked money from the suspects. 

Rodriguez and Gasingan, both 
residents of Paranaque City, were 


reportedly working for an alias 
Chekwa, who is on the drug 
watchlist. 

MPD director SSupt. Joel Napo¬ 
leon Coronel said the suspects are 
members of a group known as the 
Binondo drug connection. 

Police said Rodriguez and 
Gasingan were tagged in the killing 
of Rico Echalas, 47, chairman 
of Barangay 296 in Binondo last 
month, as well as the murder of a 
Chinese man who reportedly failed 
to remit drug money. 

Albayalde said the operation was 
a result of four months of police 
surveillance. 


The Metropolitan Manila De¬ 
velopment Authority will “strictly 
enforce” the motorcycle lane policy 
on the major thoroughfares of Epi- 
fanio de los Santos Avenue (Edsa), 
Circumferential Road 5 (C-5), 
Diosdado Macapagal Boulevard and 
Commonwealth Avenue. 

The motorcycle lanes or “blue 
lanes,” usually the fourth lane from 
the sidewalk, have been there since 
2012 but the implementation has 
been lax. 

While private light vehicles can 
also use it, motorcycle riders are 


only permitted to pass through their 
designated lane. 

The MMDA said the agency will 
intensify enforcement of the policy 
but the fine for motorcycle riders 
who stray from their designated lane 
will remain at P500. 

MMDA general manager Thom¬ 
as Orbos said this is part of the 
Inter-Agency Council on Traffic (I- 
ACT) initiative to ensure road safety 
by preventing riders from weaving 
in and out of traffic. 

The move is also aimed at pre¬ 
venting fatal motorcycle accidents. 

MMDA data showed 
that out of the 265 
daily vehicular crashes 
in Metro Manila, 30 in¬ 
volve motorcycle riders. 

Based on the Road 
Crash Statistical Report 
from January to April 
2016, a total of 7,033 
motorcycle-related mis¬ 
haps were recorded. 

At least 82 of these 
were fatal. 

The intensified en¬ 
forcement will also in¬ 
clude checking that riders 
wear the proper attire, 
such as crash helmet, 
long pants and shoes; and 
the mandatory switching 
on of headlights even 
during daytime. 

Enforcers will also 
flag down motorcycles 
that do not have signal 
lights and side mirrors. 
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Antique Qing textbook teaches English 



A Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) English textbook 
taught people in the 19th century how to do 
English pronunciation. 

Daily oral English phrases, such as “Tomorrow I 
give you answer” and “Less one half of your price” 
are seen in the antique book. 

The book, printed with a note in Chinese 
characters meaning “Emperor Xianfeng’s 10th year 
of reign (I860),” belongs to a Chengdu resident. 

“Unreadable code” composed of Chinese 
characters can be seen under each English 
sentence, which may have been used to help the 
reader remember English pronunciation. 

The corresponding Chinese meanings of each 
Chinese sentence is above it, written in the original 
complex form that is believed to be the Qing’s 

A page shows how the content was 
presented in an English textbook 
from the Qing Dynasty. 


written language. 

The book’s content is divided into five catego¬ 
ries, covering geography, the monarch and his 
subjects, teachers and friends, palaces and bureaus, 
as well as five metals. Each page has 12 boxes, and 
each box offers one English sentence. 

The book of 40-50 pages was bought by one 
Mr. Yao at an old book market about seven years 
ago. 

Experts from the Western Sichuan Literature 
Repair Centers who examined the book’s printing 
and typeface said that the book is likely from the late 
Qing Dynasty, but weren’t sure of the specific year. 

History experts say that the phenomenon of 
learning English pronunciation via Chinese an¬ 
notations was quite common during that time. 

Lei Hanqing, a linguistics professor at Sichuan 
University, said that this method of learning Eng¬ 
lish was mostly used by beginners. 


Rare Ming banknote hidden inside sculpture 


A wrinkled Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) 
banknote was found hidden in a 13th 
century Chinese wood sculpture by spe¬ 
cialists from the Australian auction house 
Mossgreen, according to Financial Times. 

The banknote was issued in 1370, during 
the first Ming emperor Zhu Yuanzhang’s 
third year of reign. The wooden head where 
the banknote was hidden was believed to 
be from one century earlier. 

China began to issue banknotes made 
with mulberry skin as early as the 10th 
century, and until the late Ming Dynasty 
banknotes were widely used in place of 
coins. 

The banknote was printed with 10 piles 
of coins, which signified its value during 
that time, and was marked with three 


official red seals. The note was also printed 
with Chinese characters which warned 
people to report those who forge money 
with rewards offered. 

Ray Tregaskis, a specialist from 
Mossgreen, said, “It was a thrilling moment. 
While it was not unusual for consecration 
items such as semi-precious stones or scrolls 
to be left within the base or on the back of 
a sculpture, the discovery of this rare Ming 
Dynasty banknote is an exciting one and 
more importantly, it verifies the date of 
the sculpture.” 

The banknote is valued at around 
$2,291 to $3,818, and it will be sold with 
the sculpture, with the total value estimated 
around $30,540 to $45,810 in Sydney on 
Dec. 11. 



Ming Dynasty banknote (1370) and the wooden head in 
which it was discovered will be sold in Sydney next month. 


Guangxi's snail 
noodle menu 
goes global 

A signature street food of Liuzhou 
in south China’s Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous region, rice noodles 
cooked with snails, is becoming a 
globally popular snack. 

Guangxi Luobawang Food Co. 
Ltd. is the first company authorized to 
export large quantities of the specialty. 

A dish that combines the traditional 
foods of the Han, Miao and Dong 
people, ''luosifen (D D D )” has 
pickled bamboo shoots, dried turnip, 
fresh vegetables and peanuts, served 
over spicy noodle broth flavored with 
river-snails. 

Listed as part of Guangxi’s 
intangible cultural heritage in 2008, 
the government started a project 
encouraging luosifen restaurants to 
open outside Guangxi in 2010. 

The dish gained popularity after 
being featured in the hit foodie-travel 
show “A Bite of China” in 2012. 

Luosifen is usually sold from 
roadside stands or in night markets in 
Liuzhou. Packaged versions are now 
sold by more than 5,000 online stores 
on e-commerce platforms like Taobao. 

Daily sales can be as high as 200,000 
packets, according to Li Jianhong of 
Liuzhou’s commerce commission. 
Several big commercial players have 
applied for export certificates. 

New food safety standards 
specifically targeting snail noodles 
took effect in May, and the local 
government hopes to see more than 
5,000 snail noodles restaurants all over 
the country by 2020. 


Fukuoka commemorates Sun's 150th birthday 


A forum marking the 150th birth 
anniversary of Sun Yat-sen, fore¬ 
runner of China’s anti-feudalism 


revolution, kicked off last Oct. 31 
in Fukuoka, southwestern Japan. 
Some 200 scholars, entrepreneurs 
and college students 
from countries including 
China, Japan, Singapore 
and Canada attended 
the forum dedicated to 
reviewing and studying 
Sun’s ideals and their 
significance. 

There was also a 
groundbreaking ceremo¬ 
ny for the Jonathan Choi 
Koon-shum Japanese 
Cultural Center located in 
Kyushu University which 


was designed to provide a platform 
for cultural communication between 
China, Japan and other Asian 
countries. 

Choi is chairman of Sunwah 
Group and permanent honorary 
president of the Chinese General 
Chamber of Commerce of Hong 
Kong. 

The forum was initiated by 
Sunwah Foundation and co¬ 
organized by Kyushu University, 
the Institute of Dr. Sun Yat-sen 
Studies of Sun Yat-sen University, 
Kyushu Economic Forum and 
Kyushu Association of Independent 
Entrepreneurs. 



Commennorative coins for Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s 


150th birthday issued by the People’s Bank of 
China on Nov. 5. The set of coins include a gold, 
a silver and a copper coin. The commemorative 
coins are available for sale through the banks. 



A lane dating back to Qing Dynasty in Kunming City, capital of Southwest 
China’s Yunnan province. Standing in contrast to neighboring skyscrapers, the 
lane in downtown Kunming is set to be demolished under an urbanization plan. 
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Tsinoy community 
offers aid, appeals to 
government on behalf 
of affected fishermen 


Patients line up for registration and interview (main photo) and taking of 
vital signs and prescriptions (top photos). 


A side from sovereignty issues, 
the territorial dispute between 
the Philippines and China on 
Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal 
has taken a toll on the livelihood of nearby 
Filipino fishing villages. 

The shoal, also known as Bajo de 
Masinloc, is 230 kilometers from Masinloc 
town in Zambales. 

Barangay Inhobol is the most affected 
community: its fisherfolk have reported 
being driven away from their usual fishing 
grounds by Chinese patrol boats, some 
even using water cannons against them. 

Barangay chairman Dennis Ocol says 
that fishing is the primary means of 
livelihood of the community’s 1,925 
households. 

“Those are rich fishing grounds,” he says. “Our 
fishermen have avoided the area after the confrontations 
and have taken to fishing closer to our community, 
but the yield is not the same. Panatag is where you 
can find the big fish like tuna. Here, they catch the 
smaller, lesser-value seafood.” 

But Ocol says that although the community has 
been affected, they are now more optimistic about 
being able to go back to the shoal, after talks held 
between the present administration and China. 

“We have slowly been allowed to go nearer,” he 
reports. 

To help the people of the barangay tide over their 
current situation, the Philippine Chinese Charitable 
Association Inc., under its president Dr. James Dy, 
conducted a medical and dental mission, coupled 
with relief operations at the Inhobol Elementary 
School last Oct. 9. 

The mission team, composed of doctors, dentists 
and other volunteers, arrived from Subic in Zambales 










at 9 a.m. and was greeted by residents who came on 
foot or by tricycle for their free consultations and 
obtain the appropriate medicine dispensed by the 
Chinese General Hospital volunteers. 

The ABS-CBN Sagip Bayan Foundation was also 
on hand to distribute a hot breakfast of lugaw and 
pan de sal. 

Relief goods, consisting of basic food items such 
as rice and canned goods, were distributed to the 
residents. Many of the elderly benefitted from the 


optometrist check-ups, leaving happily with a pair of 
new glasses. Children had their teeth checked and were 
given oral hygiene pointers by the dentists. 

Dy explains that the PCCAI selected the com¬ 
munity as one of its beneficiaries of a medical mis¬ 
sion because as the fishermens livelihoods have been 
affected, they had to prioritize buying food for their 
families and do not have money left over for health 
care. “We felt that we should not just rely on the 
government to help them, we also have to do our part 


in society. As an NGO, we should extend help where 
it is needed most.” 

He adds that many of the fishermen suffered from 
illness due to the weather conditions encountered when 
they are out at sea. “Aside from the checkups and the 
medicine, we also made sure that each family received a 
pack of relief goods. The mission is estimated to benefit 
some 900 fishermen’s families in the area.” 

PCCAI;>. 10 



Bajo de Masinloc 


I n 2012, Philippines-China relations was at its 
lowest ebb due to the standoff at the Panatag 
(Scarborough) Shoal between the Chinese 
coast guard and the Philippines BHP Gregorio 
del Pilar as it tried to apprehend eight Chinese 
fishing vessels caught poaching giant clams, 
corals and other endangered species. 

To decrease the tension, both sides suppos¬ 
edly agreed to withdraw from the shoal. The 
Philippines did but the Chinese did not. This was 
the final nail in the coffin that triggered the Philip¬ 
pines' filing of the case in the arbitral tribunal. 

Panatag Shoal, known as Bajo de Masinloc 
(literally below Masinloc), is part of the 
municipality of Masinloc in Zambales province. 
It is located 198 km west of Subic Bay and 
within the 200-mile exclusive economic zone and 
continental shelf of the Philippines. 

It is not really an island but is a ring-shaped 
coral reef, which has several rocks encircling a 
lagoon. About five of these rocks are above water 
during high tide, sometimes up to three meters 
high, while the rest of the rocks and reefs are 
below water. 

It was named Scarborough Shoal by Captain 


Philip D'Auvergne, whose East India Company's 
ship. East Indiaman Scarborough, grounded 
on one of the rocks on Sept. 12,1784, before 
sailing on to China. 

The Chinese call it Huangyan Dao (D Q )or 
Democracy Reef (D Q ). 

The shoal and its surrounding area are rich 
fishing grounds. The atoll's lagoon provides 
some protection for fishing boats during 
inclement weather, as early as the Spanish 
colonization of the Philippines. 

One of the earliest known and most accurate 
maps of the area, named Carta Hydrographical 
y Chorographica De Las Yslas Pilipinas by Fr. 
Pedro Murillo Velarde, SJ and published in 
1734, included Bajo de Masinloc as part of 
Zambales. It was called Panacot Shoal then. 

The name Bajo de Masinloc was given to the 
shoal by the Spanish colonizers. In 1792, a map 
drawn by the Alejandro Malaspina expedition 
and published in 1808 in Madrid, Spain, showed 
Bajo de Masinloc as part of Philippine territory. 

This map showed the route of the Malaspina 

BAJO DE MASINLOC;^. 10 
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PCCAI, from p. 9 

The volunteer doctors share that the ill¬ 
nesses they encounter here are “standard.” 
In their experience, patients don’t bother 
going to the barangay health center as there 
is no full-time doctor. 

Furthermore, even if they see a doctor, 
they have no money to buy the prescribed 
medicine. But “here at the medical missions, 
medicine that we prescribe is already avail¬ 
able at the pharmacy outside.” 

The sad fact is that sometimes, volunteer 
doctors have no recourse but to recommend 
the seriously ill to the local hospital, in this 
case in Candelaria, the next town. 

They know that the patient will most 
probably take all the prescribed medicine 
until they run out and hope that another 
medical mission comes along. 

The health center is undermanned at a 
ratio of one health worker to approximately 
500 people. 

Dr. Melody Chua recalls patients in 
previous missions whose lungs were 50 
percent filled with fluid or limbs that were 
already swollen. 

Money is always cited as the reason for 
not heading to the health center. An even 
sadder note is that sometimes patients are 
just too unaware of their own health rights 
and health responsibilities. 

One patient had high blood pressure. 
Chua recommended Nanay Rosalyn eat 
less salty things. She responds, ''Hindi 
masarap ef 

The frustration is clear in the doctor’s 
face. “Nanay, anong gusto ninyo, masarap 
na pagkain tapos mao-ospital kayoV And 
then, as if as an afterthought, “Nanay, 
hindi na pwede gamitin ang mga powder 
power sapagkain ha... puro asin iyon.'' 

Because they are poor, sometimes they do 
not have money to purchase fresh produce, 
and recently, much less fresh fish because of 
the restrictions in fishing. 

Families end up making the rice more 
tasty by using seasoning powder, not 
realizing all the health risks they are putting 


Patients are interviewed about their complaints, 
into their bodies. 

Dy echoes the optimism of the barangay 
chairman that the fishermen will be allowed 
to fish at Panatag again. He informed media 
that the group has requested the President to 
appeal to the Chinese government to allow 
the fishermen to go back to Panatag Shoal 
for humanitarian reasons. 

Masinloc Mayor Arsenia Lim says the lo¬ 
cal government has been making moves to 
offer alternative means of livelihood for the 
affected fishermen. 

“We have distributed single-motor bancas 
and equipment so they can fish in shallower 
waters. We are also offering them assistance 
in farming, particularly in raising livestock. 
Trainings for welding and pipe-fitting are 
offered at our TESDA partners, and we are 
prioritizing them in our job orders and hiring 
process,” she says. 

She is also looking into long-term projects, 
such as the establishment of a trans-shipment 


port that will capitalize on their natural cove. 

Tourism development is also a viable 
project, with a fish sanctuary in San Salvador 
Island as a tourist destination. 

“For the meantime, we are not allowing 
our fishermen to venture out to the Panatag 
Shoal, to prevent any untoward incidents. 
This is why I am also very thankful for this 
medical mission, because it addresses the 
barangay’s immediate needs,” says Lim. 

The PCCAI, which owns and operates 
the Chinese General Hospital and Medical 
Center, has previously conducted medical 
missions with different indigent communities 
like the ones in San Fernando, La Union; 
Antipolo, Pililia, Rizal and Nueva Ecija. 

The outreach program at Inhobol was 
made possible with the partnership and assis¬ 
tance of the Philippine Red Cross, the Filipino 
Chinese General Chamber of Commerce Inc., 
and the Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Executive Squadron Group. ^ 


BAJO DE MASINLOC 

(from p. 9) 

expedition to and around the shoal. It predates 
the 1947 South China Sea 9-dash-line claim map. 

Documents during the Spanish times showed 
that Masinloc municipality exercised effective 
administrative supervision over Panatag Shoal. 

The documents showed accurate records of 
typhoons and extent of destruction, including 
the number of boats sunk or destroyed by such 
typhoons. 

Bajo de Masinloc was used as a shooting 
range by Philippine and US Naval Forces 
stationed in Subic Bay, Zambales for defense 
purposes. The Philippine Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources, together 
with the University of the Philippines, has also 
been conducting scientific, topographic, and 
marine studies in the shoal. 

Filipino fishermen have always considered 
it as their fishing grounds, owing to their 
proximity to the coastal towns and areas of 
southwest Luzon. They suffered considerable 
loss of income when they were prevented to 
fish due to the conflict between China and 
the Philippines. Their families could not even 
put food on the table and had to depend on 
donations and relief from the government and 
private sector. 

With the improved Philippines-China 
relations, the fishermen can now fish farther from 
the shores and improve their livelihood. They 
also watch out against poachers who gather 
protected marine species like sea tortoise and 
giant clams. These fishermen do not care about 
politics and foreign policy. They just want to be 
allowed to fish in peace, something which they 
have been doing for generations. (p 
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Balik Biyaya for fisherfolk 

// ^rhose who provide us with food cannot put food on the table." 

I Learning about the plight of Masinloc fisherfolk who could no longer 
fish in Panatag Shoal, nongovernment organizations have come to the rescue. 

SL Agritech Corporation chairman and chief executive officer Henry Lim Bon 
Liong turned over 1,200 packs of 2 kilograms rice to the Philippine Coast Guard 
Auxiliary District NCRCL on Sept. 8. The packs of rice were distributed to the 
marginalized fishermen of San Salvador, Masinloc, Zambales. 

The donation is part of SL Agritech Corporation's Balik Biyaya program, an 
advocacy where the company will donate 20 percent of rice for every 2 kgs, 5 
kgs and 10 kgs of Doha Maria Rice and Willy Farms Rice brand purchased. 

The beneficiaries are the Filipino farmers who were affected by the El Nino. The 
program was extended to include the marginalized fishermen of San Salvador. 



Volunteers unload and repack good donated by SL Agritech Corporation from bancas (right 
and below right). Beneficiaries are fisherfolk families in San Salvador, Zambales. At the 
turnover (above and below) were (above, from left) Capt. Noemi Alvaran, Capt. Ed Sison, 
Commodore Kenneth Reclusado, Dr. Henry Lim Bon Liong, Capt. Tiong Rosario and 
Joseph Lim Bon Huan. 
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CHINESE 

CULTURE 


The Romance of the Three Kingdoms 

The Battle at the Red Cliff 


Last of six parts 


Z huge Liang had studied the weather. He knew that the southeast 
wind would begin to blow in a couple of days, but he convinced 
Zhou Yu that he had magic powers and that he could summon 
wind and rain. 


He suggested to Zhou Yu, “Why don’t you 
build an altar where I can practice my magic 
and borrow the southeast wind for you for 
three days and nights?” Since Zhou Yu had 
completely recovered after unburdening his 
heart to Zhuge Liang, he asked his soldiers 
to build an altar on Nanping hill and invited 
Zhuge Liang to practice his magic there. 

Zhuge Liang went up to the altar in a 
Taoist robe and with a sword in his hand. 
Zhou Yu and all the generals waited anxiously 
for the wind to change. The wind had died 
down, but it was still blowing from the 
northwest. 

Zhou Yu said to Lu Su, “Zhuge Liang must 
be cheating us. How can the southeast wind 
blow in this season?” Although Lu Su didn’t 
say anything, he was also very doubtful. 

At midnight, they heard the flags on 
their tents whipping in the wind. Zhou Yu 
and Lu Su ran out of their tents and saw 
all the flags pointing to the northwest. The 


southeast wind had come up. They were all 
greatly relieved. 

Zhou Yu suddenly realized that such a 
gifted man as Zhuge Liang might challenge 
his power in the future, and he decided to kill 
Zhuge Liang immediately. He asked generals 
Ding Feng and Xu Sheng to rush to Nanping 
Hill with their soldiers and kill Zhuge Liang 
there. But when the two generals reached 
the hill, they found the altar empty. They 
asked the guards there about Zhuge Liang, 
and the guards told them that Zhuge Liang 
had left in a boat. 

Upon hearing this news, Zhou Yu was very 
worried, but Lu Su advised him to defeat Cao 
Cao first and then try to find a way to deal 
with Zhuge Liang. 

Zhou Yu then put his plan in motion. 
He first killed General Cai He, who had 
pretended to surrender to Wu Kingdom, and 
he also asked Huang Gai to send a messenger 
to Gao Gao with an offer of surrender. 


Realizing that 
the gifted man 
Zhuge Liang 
might challenge 
his power in the 
future, Zhou Yu 
orders his two 
generals to go to 
Nanping Hill with 
their soldiers to 
kill Zhuge Liang. 



He ordered his soldiers to prepare fire 
attack boats and get them ready to sail before 
midnight. Then he ordered Gan Ning, using 
Gao Gao’s general Gai Zhong as a guide, 
to raid Gao Gao’s camp and set fire to his 
storehouse. 

The messenger sent by Huang Gai crossed 
the river and brought the surrender letter to 
Gao Gao, who opened the letter and read it. In 
the letter, Huang Gai explained that he would 
kill the other Wu Kingdom generals and then 
lead his men to Gao Gao in the evening under 
a banner showing a blue dragon. 

Gao Gao was pleased. He boarded a 
warship with his generals and looked toward 
the south waiting for the arrival of Huang 
Gai’s fleet. 

Soon Gao Gao saw a group of boats 
approaching, each flying a blue dragon. In 
the middle was a bigger flag with Huang Gai’s 
name written on it. 

General Gheng Yu said, “There is 
something strange about those boats. Don’t 
let them come near our ships. If a boat were 
loaded with food or fodder, it would sail low 
in the water. You can see that all Huang Gai’s 
boats are riding high and sailing fast. The 
southeast wind is blowing now. We must 
make sure it is not a trick.” 

Hearing this, Gao Gao suddenly saw the 
truth. He asked general Wen Pin to stop the 
approaching boats before they reached his 
warships. 

Huang Gai was leading 10 big boats full 





ft*, 


of dry straw soaked with oil. The bigger boats 
were towing smaller boats and the whole 
caravan was sailing north at full speed. 

Wen Pin shouted at Huang Gai to stop but 
he was shot in the arm by an arrow. Huang 
Gai’s fleet was fast approaching Gao Gao’s 
ships. Huang Gai brandished his knife and 
then all 10 of his big boats started the fire 
attack on Gao Gao’s warships. 

The southeast wind blew harder and the 
fire and wind stirred each other up. Because 
Gao Gao’s warships were tied together with 
iron chains, they were trapped, and the fire 
spread from one ship to another. The whole 
fleet sank into a sea of fire. 

Zhou Yu and Gheng Pu, together with 
generals Han Dang, Qi Qin and Zhou Tai, 
surrounded the burning ships. Gao Gao’s men 
could not resist, and they jumped into the 
flaming water. Hundreds of Gao Gao’s soldiers 
were killed either by the enemy’s weapons or 
by the fire. 

Seeing his fleet in flames, Gao Gao 
despaired. His camp was also burning, since 
General Gan Ning had raided the camp 
and set fire to Gao Gao’s grain and fodder 
storehouse. 

Gao Gao had no choice but to escape to 
the riverbank. Fortunately General Zhang 
Liao came by in a small boat and helped Gao 
Gao down from the warship. 

Meanwhile, Huang Gai saw a man in a red 
robe and pursued him in his own boat because 
he was sure it was Gao Gao. Zhang Liao drew 
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Cao Cao orders his general to stop the approaching boats led by Huang Gai, sailing north at full speed. 


an arrow to shoot at Huang Gai. In the roaring 
wind, Huang Gai didn’t hear the whistling of 
the arrow, and he was shot. He fell into the 
river but was rescued by his soldiers. 

Zhang Liao escorted Gao Gao to the 
riverbank, and they watched the fleet and the 
camp burn. Zhang Liao found 100 unhurt 


cavalry soldiers and asked them to find a horse 
for Gao Gao. They met up with Generals Mao 
Jie and Wen Pin and escaped to Wulin. 

At Wulin, they joined Generals Xu Huang 
and Zhang He and their surviving soldiers and 
then continued to escape to the west. 

On their way from Wulin to Huarong, they 
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were frequently ambushed by Sun Quan and 
Liu Bei’s allied forces. 

It started to rain but Gao Gao and his men 
marched on. They were cold and hungry. 

In the heavy rain, the road became very 
muddy, and the horses got stuck in the mud. 
It was too difficult to walk though, so Gao 
Gao sent his soldiers to find some grass and 
tree branches to put over the mud, and they 
continued to march. Many soldiers were 
so anxious to escape, they trampled on the 
weaker ones. Many old, ill and wounded 
soldiers died in the escape. 

Liu Bei and Zhou Yu’s forces pursued Gao 
Gao’s troops until they got to Nanjun. Farther 
on, at Jiangling, Gao Gao finally stopped 
to rest. Only a few hundred of his soldiers 


had survived the battle and the escape. Gao 
Gao then asked his generals Gao Ren and 
Xu Huang to defend Jiangling and assigned 
General Yue Jin to defend Xiangyang. Gao 
Gao himself led the rest of his troops back 
to the north. 

The Battle of Red Gliff left the Shu and 
Wu Kingdoms in control of the south and 
Gao Gao in control of the north. Thus, Ghina 
was divided among three rival powers. ^ 


Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten Greatest 
Chinese Literature Classics (T 0 T 

^), vol. 8. Hilit Publishing Co. 

Ltd. 1990. 

Illustrations by Dai Dunbang Luo 

Xixian and Wang Chonggui A). 


When words fail, use idioms... 


Hokkien style (32) 

By Eleanor Tan 

Hokkien, on the tongues of Tsinoys, has grown and evolveiJ, taking on a life 
of its own. Sometimes woriJs simply fail us. With some creativity, Tsinoys 
have strung together woriJs to form colorful phrases that simply hit the 
bulTs eye. Here are some expressions unique to Hokkien as favoreiJ by Tsinoys. 




0 ee" t'ao 

taro rouniJ heaiJ 

a bald head 


mm si sim 

heart won't (Jie 

not giving up 

* A- fe 

bo tao wa 

no choice 

no choice 


sa^ lang beh ti 
si lang bo bun 

three persons want 
it, four persons 
have none 

up for grabs 

n 

kua^ mmkahbak 

unsatisfactory look 

not acceptable 



Cao Cao and his soldiers brave hunger, cold rain and the 
muddy roads in their deadly escape. 
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By Meah Ang See 


C A chi, put down the squash and 
/ % eat the morcon.” 

My two girl friends and I 
jL JL were at a restaurant with all 
our children. They heard me say the words; I 
heard myself saying those words. We looked 
at each other and laughed. 

One commented, ''Maliyata sinabi mo.'' 

The incident sums up my family’s restau¬ 
rant experiences. A few friends have given 
birth in the past year and since they know 
my girls eat veggies, they wanted to know 
how I accomplished this feat. As they are 
back to square one, so to speak, they want 
to start early and make sure they succeed this 
time around. 

As with anything, parents know to start 
early. My children are now 9 and 7, but we 
continue to refer to food as either good food 
or bad food. Hubby and I began with the 
concept when the children were toddlers. 
The words were easy concepts for them to 
understand and it was easy for us to use. 

Any kind of liquid that is not water is “bad 
food.” Even freshly squeezed juices are termed 
bad food. While the girls do get their dose 
of bad food once in a while, it was easier for 
me to control their intake by just using those 
words. In the past, if they drank boxed juice 
at home, and ask for a fruit shake from one 
of those stands the next day, the easy reply 
is “sorry, you already had one bad drink last 
night.” 

These days though, the conversation is a 
little more complex than that. Both know 
about carbohydrates, proteins, sugars, so¬ 
dium, and that too much of anything is bad 
for the body. They have been learning about 
the bodily systems and are proud of the fact 
that they already eat what is being discussed 
in class. 

A friend is addicted to kiamuy. As we have 
a largish tub of kiamuy from Hong Kong at 
home, she likes coming for dinner and sneaks 
in 10 pieces as dessert! Shobe reprimanded 
her that she will get sick because it is too salty. 

Along the with the good-bad food con¬ 
cept, it greatly helped that the children grew 
up not eating red meat. We have a nearby 
palengke where helpers would buy fish and 
vegetables everyday. No pork or beef 

I think this is too much to ask for most 
households who are not vegetarian. However, 
there are other techniques to ensure children 
eat healthy. 

For example, when the children were 


older, we included chicken in our meals, 
which is always cooked as stews or soups 
and never fried. Except for vegetable lumpia, 
tortang talong and scrambled egg, nothing was 
fried in our house. 

Growing up, the children’s only encounter 
with fried food was at fast food restaurants, 
so it was easier for us to distinguish that fried 
anything is bad food. Both have been “indoc¬ 
trinated” that fast food is bad food, and they 
never ask to go. 

At the mall, when we need to eat quickly, 
we head for the food court, rather than a fast 
food place. 

While the choices at the food court are not 
that desirable either (the oil, the oil!), we could 
still get soups or stews served with rice. When 
the two were younger, we did not really need 
to teach them about the evils of fats. These 
days, and also because their palates are not 
used to it, both do not like eating oily food. 
Shobe said, “After I drink water, my tongue 
has a blanket.” 

In contrast, my brother 
grew up eating 
nothing but 


Achi eats her favorite food in the world, sashimi (top). Vegetable 
paelia, also known as all the left-over veggies in the refrigerator are 
used to make veggie rice toppings (inset). 


f r i e d 
food. 

During his 
toddler years, we 
had a helper who did not know 
how to cook anything except fried chicken, 
fried fish and fried pork chops. What was 
not fried was still meat, like beefsteak, adobo, 
ajritada - mostly Filipino home cooked meals. 
But for some reason, I do not recall vegetables 
on the menu. 

Growing up, our achiak said sioti was ''huey 
kipak" (American stomach, eating only pizza, 
burgers, fried everything and soda). Sioti also 
recounted that while at grad school in Texas, 
he and his roommates availed of fried chicken 
Tuesdays from a local restaurant. They buy 
around 2 kilos of fried chicken and eat that 
for a few days! His stomach, gall bladder, 
pancreas all went ouch. 

Now that he’s back in Manila, he is “suffer¬ 


ing through” my veg¬ 
etable dishes at home. 
Since I gave birth nine 
years ago, our household 
stopped buying all sorts of powders 
and seasonings. We have dried herbs and 
bottled sauces, but no flavorings. Sinigang is 
always made with real tamarind. The girls love 
sinigang and would ask the helper to make 
it every couple of weeks. When there is no 
tamarind, we use kamias, guava or sometimes 
just tomatoes. 

There is always an extra helping of okra 
for achi, and extra sitaw for shobe. Staying 
away from powdered seasoning means that 
the girls can distinguish when restaurant food 
is overly salty. They both have quite refined 
palates, and want to taste the food and not 
just the salt. 

I think our tactic of using “good food, bad 
food” with the children has reaped benefits. 
They are now the ones telling their kuku 


{ahku, uncle on the mother’s side) that he 
should eat vegetables because they taste good! 
They have also been harping on him to stop 
drinking soda. 

Indoctrinating them with those words also 
meant that wherever we go, their preferences 
are always “good” food. At kiddie parties 
where children are given separate meals of 
spaghetti and fried chicken, my girls would 
line up at the adult buffet and get pansit and 
fish kebabs. 

I don’t mean, of course, that it is all good 
food. The girls still love junk food, and their 
kuku brings home a lot of bad food. When 
he gets tired of all the vegetables and fish, he 
will give in and buy himself a pizza or fried 
chicken. The girls love those too! But I am 
very happy that bad food is not the norm; it 
is just an occasional treat. 

The happiest scene is seeing both girls 
at dinner with their plates filled with pizza, 
ginataang kalabasa at sitaw and rice. ^ 


Tulc^ FORTNIGHTLY | November 15-December 5, 2016 | 



CINEMA, from p. 16 

Being a film critic is a big step from the 
professions of a lot of other Tsinoys; it’s one 
of those professions that boggle the mind and 
defy explanation, at least for many parents. 

“I know that my parents would rather I be 
a lawyer or something, but they’ve grown to 
understand my writing as a viable profession,” 
Dy says. 

“I don’t think I express a lot of specific 
Ghinese-Filipino ideas in my writing, so it 
wouldn’t have been an issue to readers, I think, 
unless they were completely insane,” he adds. 

Dy’s job sounds easy enough on paper: 
go to the cinema, watch a movie, and write 
about 600 words that explain what he thought 
about the movie. 

But it obviously involves more than that. 
There’s a lot of thinking, a lot of dissecting 
of what makes a film work and what doesn’t, 
plus the hard task of articulating, through a 
limited number of words, why this is so. 

And then there’s dealing with everyone 
else’s opinions after the piece is published. 

Dy has channeled the opinion-sharing into 
discourse, using social media to broaden the 
public’s appreciation of cinema. 

“I think of Twitter as being part of my 
job now. I try to engage people in discourse, 
try to get them to think about the films they 
watch beyond the parameters of who’s starring 
in it,” he says. 

His expertise has made him one of the 
country’s experts. He is often consulted on 
various film-related projects. More recently, 
he was appointed one of the nominations 
advisers for the Asian Film Awards. 

He also gets to cover local and 
international film festivals and, more 
recently, curate them. 

“Besides the local ones. I’ve been to 
Rotterdam and Tokyo. I curate a showcase of 
Filipino films at the Yerba Buena Genter for 
the Arts in San Francisco,” he says. “Attending 
a festival is fun, mostly for the great variety of 
films that you have access to, and the sheer 
number of filmmakers and film professionals 
you can just talk to about cinema.” 

For Dy, the biggest challenge is overcoming 
fatigue. He sees a lot of movies, but to get the 
best out of a festival experience, he needs to 
attend other events besides screenings, like 
Q&As and parties and the like. 

“Gurating is a different challenge. The 
toughest part is just trying to chase filmmakers 
down and getting them to commit, especially 
when we’re up against much bigger festivals,” 
Dy shares. 

He says, “Running the thing is a joy. One 
of the best things about getting to show films 
is sharing something with people that they’ve 
never seen before. Getting to explain why a 
film was chosen, and later talking to a diverse 


group of people about what they got out of 
the film, is a remarkable thing.” 

Having seen what the film scene is like 
overseas, Dy is optimistic about the way 
things are going locally. 

“We’re doing fine. It’s been growing 
steadily for the last decade now, and we’re at 
a point where the diversity and the quality 
of the output is mind-boggling,” he says. 
“The rise of regional cinema continues to 
be exciting. All we really need now are new 
alternative arthouse venues to give many of 
these films a home and a viable market.” 

What he’s personally building towards, as 
a responsible film critic, is a cinema-going 
public that is able to articulate their opinions 
on what they just saw. Dy says he doesn’t care 
about the industry. He feels his responsibility 
is to the audience, to the people watching 
the films. 

“What I wish for is a higher level of 
discourse, a greater willingness to really talk 


about films. And I do think my work is at least 
telling people that it’s okay to be honest, that 
it’s okay to have feelings about the picture.” 

He also wishes that people who don’t 
work in film would stop thinking about “the 
industry” and concentrate on whether they 
like a film or not. To Dy, the enjoyment (or 
potential enjoyment) of a film should be the 
main reason for watching it. 

He does not believe that a critic has a lot 
of influence to affect the industry. 

“I think audiences in general think too 
much about the industry as a whole, swearing 
allegiances or making pleas to support it,” he 
explains. 

“But I think audiences should only 
really care about what they like and what 
they don’t like. Being so invested in an 
industry they have no tangible stake in is 
strange,” he says. 

He wishes that audiences gave different 
kinds of films a chance, just to see whether 


they’d like it or not. A gem that he thinks is 
underrated, of which there are many, is Keith 
Deligero’s “Iskalawags.” 

He finds the film brilliant and melancholy. 
He laments that not enough people have 
seen it. 

Dy’s quest to open his readers’ eyes to the 
nuances of film appreciation, whether it be a 
Hollywood blockbuster or otherwise, is still 
what he enjoys most about his work. The best 
thing for him is discovering a good movie and 
getting to tell people about it. 

Film appreciation isn’t hard. 

“Just ask yourself why you liked or 
didn’t like a film you watched. Really ask 
the question. Give any answer, but try to 
understand what it is in you specifically that’s 
leading to this reaction,” he says. 

“Film appreciation is inherently personal. 
There is no such thing as objective criticism. 
Embrace it, and you’ll understand what it is 
to truly love a film,” he adds. (p 

















